Pike City Belt Line redrawn from an article in Model Railroader by Richard A Nelson
The following are large enough to require switching daily

Alliance Appliances, Pike City Eagle newspaper and Pike Furniture

The paint warehouse, frozen foods and Beverage warehouse need switching every two days

The other small industries need switching about once per week, though not necessarily on the same day.

We’ll railfan for a day on the PCBL.   The loco and 5 cars, are spotted on staging track 2 (the main PCBL interchange yard elsewhere in Pike City.  This will eliminate the need for a loco terminal or servicing facilities, and allows the use of a variety of switchers and Geeps. 

The loco pulls it’s train past the abandoned interlocking tower and into 25th Street Yard,

where it sorts the cars and organises them for delivery.  This will involve both facing and trailing point switching moves.

Next the crew visits various industries to pick-up their out-bound cars.  While the switcher is away a transfer run pulls into the yard, from staging track 1.  It arrives on the front track and the loco uses the escape track to complete a run-around move.  The loco will shove it’s cars into an empty track and park in the pocket track.  It’s crew heads off for lunch.

When the PCBL switcher returns, it collects all the outbound cars for the transfer job, by which time the crew has returned.  They couple up to the outbound cars , carry out a brake check, and depart back to staging track 1.

Next the PCBL switch crew sets out two cars on the front track, runs around to get behind them and pushes them across Lee Street into Alliance.  It reverses direction and pulls the cars back across Lee Street, into Oakton.  Reversing direction once more, it pushes the cars into Thacker Avenue, spotting them at Excel Electronics and Leonard Paint Co.

The switcher returns to 25Th Street Yard, collects it’s outbound cars, performs a brake test and returns to staging track 2.  You can rearrange the consists before the next session.  

Since this is an urban environment, the switching job should really have a transfer caboose to protect the switching crew in the busy streets.  You may wish to add one to the consist – I left it out until operators are more used to the environment.  There is a .jpg file that can be printed out so that you have a reference for the various industries – I still haven’t figured out how to get printing in sensible, legible, sizes onto the XtrkCad  layout itself.

Have fun

Shortliner (Jack)
